
 

 

Proposed Heritage Item 
Item 341 – Schedule 5 (Environmental Heritage) - Marrickville LEP 2011 

 

Adjacent to 398 Illawarra Road, Marrickville, 2204  

 

Background Information 

 The post box is located on the public footpath outside 398 Illawarra Road, Marrickville and is still 
in use; 

 Local historical significance as a rare early post box which is still in use as a post box, and as the 
last remaining visual evidence of a postal service that existed at 398 Illawarra Road for over forty 
years (circa 1890-1936), known as the “Harnleigh Post Office” from 1907.  
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Modifications 

 Any modifications are nominal.  
 

Statement of Significance 

 The post box demonstrates adaptation of a British imperial post box design with the 
incorporation of the symbol of the Waratah (now a NSW State emblem); 

 The post box at 398 Illawarra Road is one of the last remaining examples of the old style of post 
boxes in the Marrickville area and Sydney metropolitan;  

 The post box is considered additionally remarkable as it is still used as a post box; and 

 The post box is of local aesthetic significance as a rare example of a cast iron post box based on a 
British design of 1879, with the design modified for Colonial use.   

 

Management Recommendations 

 The setting of the post box should be protected; 

 All fabric should be retained and conserved; and 

 Council should monitor the condition of the post box regularly and maintain the external paint 
layer to prevent rust. 

 
 
 

 


