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ITEM 3.3 DRAFT NORTH ANNANDALE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
MOVEMENT PLAN - APPROVAL FOR EXHIBITION 

Division Environment and Community Management 
Author STRATEGIC TRANSPORT PLANNER 
Meeting date 12 April 2016 Policy Meeting 

Strategic Plan Key Service 
Area 

Community well-being 
Accessibility 
Place where we live and work 
A sustainable environment 
Business in the community 
Sustainable services and assets 

SUMMARY AND ORGANISATIONAL IMPLICATIONS
 

Purpose of Report This report has been prepared to provide Council 
with an overview of the draft Annandale North 
Neighbourhood Movement Plan and seek 
approval to place the Plan on public exhibition. 

Background  Council’s Integrated Transport Plan (ITP) 
identified the need to select neighbourhoods for 
the preparation of neighbourhood movement 
plans. In accordance with the ITP, Annandale 
North was chosen for Council’s first 
neighbourhood movement plan. Clouston 
Associates were commissioned to prepare the 
Annandale North Neighbourhood Movement Plan 
in consultation with Council Officers 

Current Status Draft Annandale North Neighbourhood Movement 
Plan prepared prior to public exhibition. 

Relationship to existing 
policy 

Included in Leichhardt Integrated Transport Plan 
adopted by Council 25 February 2014 (C13/14) 

Financial and Resources 
Implications 

This proposal is consistent with the recent s23A 
Guidelines issued by the OLG in relation to 
financial expenditure. Funds will not be required 
for any of the studies or treatments included in the 
Neighbourhood Movement Plan until the Plan has 
been finalised (subject to community 
consultation). Once the Plan has been finalised 
additional studies, designs and treatments will be 
subject to Council’s normal budgetary processes 

Recommendation That Council place the draft Annandale North 
Neighbourhood Movement Plan on public 
exhibition. 

Notifications Public exhibition will be in accordance with 
Council’s Community Consultation Framework. 

Attachments 1. Annandale North Neighbourhood Movement 
Plan Consultant Report 
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Purpose of Report 

This report has been prepared to provide Council with an overview of the draft 
Annandale North Neighbourhood Movement Plan, seeking approval to exhibit the 
study for public comment. 

Recommendation 

That Council place the draft Annandale North Neighbourhood Movement Plan on 
public exhibition. 

Background 

In February 2014 Council adopted its Integrated Transport Plan (ITP). Within the 
ITP; Strategy 7, Action 6.2, Task 7 prescribes the need to identify critical precincts 
for the preparation of neighbourhood movement plans. The ITP proposes 
neighbourhood movement plans as a means of applying a coordinated approach to 
the planning and implementation of the various elements contained in Councils key 
strategies, including: 

 Improved: 
o local environmental amenity; 
o safety and security; 
o sustainability; 

 enhanced pedestrian and cycle networks; 
 reduced potential for vehicular/pedestrian conflict; 
 enhanced green spaces; 
 opportunities for place making initiatives; 
 improved liveability, active transport and consequently community health. 

Ultimately the goal of Leichardt's neighbourhood movement planning is to create 
safe, friendly, walkable neighbourhoods, with plans that inform future works 
programs to ensure a coordinated approach to active living, community development 
and infrastructure provision. Each of Council’s neighbourhood movement plans will 
be prepared to: 

 identify key principles that can be applied to the subject neighbourhood; 
 identify future studies/analysis to provide detailed designs for specific locations 

within the neighbourhood; 
 create an action plan which identifies priorities and indicative costs associated 

with specific treatments proposed in neighbourhood; 
 inform Council's future works programs; 
 guide landscaping, active transport and traffic management initiatives; 
 provide an adopted position to guide Council’s discussions with the State 

Government, and developers, regarding future proposals (eg Bays Precinct and 
the WestConnex portal) in and around the subject neighbourhood. 

Through a preliminary analysis of circumstances associated with various 
neighbourhoods in Leichhardt LGA, Annandale North was identified as a suitable 
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area for Council’s first neighbourhood movement plan. The demand elements 
identified in Annandale North included: 

	 on-going resident concern over pedestrian safety issues in the vicinity of 
Rozelle Bay Light Rail Stop, most particularly in Prichard Street and Railway 
Parade; 

 the neighbourhood’s proximity to: 
o Rozelle Railyards and its future development as part of the Bays Precinct; 
o the potential WestConnex Rozelle Portal; 
o Harold Park redevelopment; 

 opportunities presented by existing green space in and around the 
neighbourhood; 

 existing barriers created Johnston Street and the Crescent. 

Consequently, Annandale North was chosen as the first of a number of 
neighbourhood movement plans, potentially becoming the template for future 
neighbourhoods. While each neighbourhood will have its own unique needs it is 
proposed that the basic principles of safety, sustainability and walkability should be 
common to all. 

Report 

In late 2014 Leichardt strategic transport team initiated an extensive data collection 

exercise throughout and adjacent to the Annandale North including: 


 pedestrian counts; 

 bike counts;
 
 traffic counts; 

 crash analysis; 

 street widths; 

 desire lines; 

 topographic analysis.
 

Subsequently, Clouston Associates were appointed to assist in creating the 

neighbourhood movement plan for Annandale North. The guiding principles used in 

preparing the neighbourhood movement plan are based on the extensive strategic
 
framework which Leichardt Council has established through its various strategies
 
including:
 

 Leichardt 2025+; 

 Community And Cultural Plan;
 
 Integrated Transport Plan;
 
 Environmental Sustainability Plan; 

 Climate Change Strategy; 

 Pedestrian Access And Mobility Plan
 
 DCP/LEP. 
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Leichhardt’s bike plan was being reviewed concurrently with the neighbourhood 
movement plan and both studies informed each other's preparation. 
Additionally, a liaison group was established with key Council units to assist in 
developing a multi-disciplinary approach to the project.  Particular attention was paid 
to ensuring that the Neighbourhood Movement Plan is in accordance with Council’s 
recreation planning and infrastructure programing 

Summary of Annandale North Neighbourhood Movement Plan 

Project Objectives 

The aim of the Annandale North Neighbourhood Movement Plan is to provide 

recommendations to support and promote a safe, friendly, walkable neighbourhood.
 
Additionally, it has been designed to provide linkages between key community points
 
of interest by identifying opportunities for:- 


 movement related infrastructure; 

 environmental and streetscape improvements; 

 place making; and 

 activation of key spaces within the neighbourhood. 


The Study area for the Plan is illustrated in Figure 1. 


Key Constraints Identified 

The key constraints identified in the Plan include: 

 Johnston Street represents a significant barrier to east-west movement, 
particularly during peak hours; 

 any changes to Johnston Street will require extensive negotiations with Roads 
and Maritime; 

 due to current traffic circumstances Johnston Street is not an easy route to 
promote for wide-spread bicycle use; 

	 the Whites Creek shared path is not designed for commuters as it is narrow, 
has a recreational interface and poor connections to the regional commuter 
bike network; 

	 Steep topography is an impediment to active transport, in particular for less 
mobile people and in an east-west direction. 
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Figure 1 – Study Area 
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Key Opportunities Identified 

The key opportunities identified in the Plan include: 

	 the existing character and amenity of the neighbourhood provides an attractive 
setting for active transport; 

	 the gentler gradients along north-south streets offer opportunities for widely 
accessible links between residents and key destinations; 

	 the creek corridors (White Creek and Johnston’s Creek) offer the potential to 
connect with regional networks of recreation paths; 

	 there is scope to improve feed-in links to regional cycle routes; 
	 Annandale North Public School and Hinsby Park are significant, central 

destinations with potential to encourage active transport use; 
	 key destinations are well distributed and attract people, encouraging movement 

and provide passive surveillance; 
	 active transport will be greatly enhanced by making it easier and safer to cross 

Johnston Street, along its length; 
	 a well-established network of footpaths can be further enhanced to support 

active movement; 
	 the existing streetscape is attractive and can be further enhanced to provide 

greater consistency and amenity; 
	 generously proportioned road corridors have scope to be re-designed without 

adversely affecting traffic flow or parking provision. 

Strategic Framework Established by the Plan 

The Neighbourhood Movement Plan enunciates a strategic framework based on the 
following principles: 

	 building on the unique local setting, character and urban structure; 
	 emphasising the profile of Whites Creek and Johnston’s Creek; 
	 connecting key day-to-day destinations within and adjacent to the 

neighbourhood; 
	 providing high levels of amenity and safety to encourage active transport; 
	 separating the active movement network from major roads; 
	 maximising accessibility of key routes; 
	 providing quieter recreation paths within the creek corridors; 
	 retaining some informality to the landscape. 
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Key Features of the Plan 

Based on the strategic framework referred to above, a number of concepts and 
principals have been developed in the Neighbourhood Movement Plan. The central 
features of the plan are shown in Figure 2 and include: 

	 establishment of Piper Street as a central east-west green corridor facilitating 
local environmental improvements and increase opportunities for active 
transport; 

	 recognising Johnston Street’s existing through function while maintaining the 
relevance of its heritage significance; 

	 facilitating safe informal crossing of Johnston Street while maintaining peak 
hour traffic capacity and movement; 

	 providing active movement corridors along parallel to Johnston Street; 
	 providing secondary east-west links including along Rose Street; 
	 designing residential streets as low speed environments (ideally <30km/h); 
	 enhancing key intersections as community spaces; 
	 strengthening the creek corridors as green recreation and movement corridors; 
	 assisting people to navigate the steep topography of the neighbourhood 

through small scale investments to maximise accessibility; 
	 enhancing existing, and creating new, connections to destination adjacent to 

the neighbourhood; 
	 undertaking a series of public domain upgrades to create a more legible 

neighbourhood with a high level of environmental amenity; 
	 investigating the long-term opportunity for a ‘highline’ to approach to the 

existing Viaduct. 
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Figure 2 – Strategic Principles/Concepts 
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The Plan’s Key Sites 

The Plan includes five key sites that illustrate its strategic principles and design 
directions in greater detail. The five sites are: 

1. Whites Creek Valley Parklands; 
2. Buruwan Park; 
3. Piper Street (Spindler Park to Whites Creek Valley Park); 
4. Johnston Street; 
5. Annandale Street. 

Figures 3 – 7 provide examples of how the some of the strategic principles and 
design directions could be applied to these sites.  Section 4 of the Neighbourhood 
Movement Plan provides greater detail including five potential carriageway 
configurations, intersection treatments and accessibility options. 

Figure 3 – Whites Creek Recommendations 
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Figure 4 – Whites Creek Parkland Treatment 

Figure 5 Piper Street – Spindler Park Link Recommendations 
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Figure 6 – Buruwan Park Recommendations 
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Figure 7 Annandale Street 
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Implementation 

The Annandale North Neighbourhood Movement Plan is a strategic document which, 
while it includes recommended actions and an “Action Plan: (Section 5) will require 
detailed design work to permit implementation. It is proposed that the final plan will 
be used to inform Council’s Infrastructure and Service Delivery works programs and 
to assist in facilitating a coordinated approach to planning and infrastructure provision 
for the neighbourhood. 

Financial Implications 

This proposal is consistent with the recent s23A Guidelines issued by the OLG in 
relation to financial expenditure as it does not require a commitment of funds at this 
time. 

No funds will be required for any of the studies or treatments included in the 
Neighbourhood Movement Plan until the Plan has been finalised (subject to 
community consultation). Once the Plan has been finalised additional studies, 
designs and treatments will be subject to Council’s normal budgetary processes. 

Next Steps 

Subject to Council approval, it is proposed that the draft Annandale North 
Neighbourhood Movement Plan will be exhibited for public comment in accordance 
with Council’s Community Consultation Framework. 

Summary/Conclusions 

The draft Annandale North Neighbourhood Movement Plan outlines a series of 
principles and steps (including associated studies) which will assist in creating a 
safe, sustainable and walkable neighbourhood. In order to gauge community 
response to the draft Plan’s strategic principles, design directions and 
recommendations it is proposed that the draft Plan should be placed on public 
exhibition. 

Attachments 

1. Annandale North Neighbourhood Movement Plan Consultant Report 
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