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Summary	
	

Council	engaged	the	Inner	West	community	for	input	in	the	preparation	of	a	10-year	plan	for	
Paringa	Reserve,	which	is	to	include	a	Plan	of	Management	and	Master	Plan.	Community	
engagement	was	carried	out	via	the	engagement	platform	Your	Say	Inner	West	(YSIW).	

Online	engagement	was	carried	out	from	the	4th	of	November	2020	to	the	03rd	of	December	
2020.	The	project	page	received	415	visits.	Of	those	visitors,	26	left	feedback.	The	questions	
prompted	visitors	to	express	what	their	relationship	with	Paringa	Reserve	was,	as	well	as	their	
frequency	of	visits	and	demographic.	The	questions	also	asked	for	opinion	and	level	of	support	
for	concept	options	and	the	masterplan	in	general.	

	

Background	
	

Plans	of	management	must	be	prepared	for	all	types	of	parks	on	community	land.	Community	
engagement	is	a	critical	step	in	the	preparation	of	a	Plan	of	Management,	forming	one	of	the	first	
stages	of	the	process.	Community	feedback	is	then	taken	into	consideration	alongside	
stakeholders	and	expert	advice	to	form	a	draft	plan	of	management	and	master	plan,	which	is	
presented	for	further	community	input	prior	to	the	final	document	being	decided	upon	by	
Council.	

Inner	West	Council	established	a	parks	planning	priority	list,	which	nominates	which	open	
spaces	in	greatest	need	of	new	or	updated	Plans	of	Management.	Paringa	Reserve	has	been	
nominated	as	high	priority	within	the	Inner	West	council	area.	

The	purpose	of	engagement	was	to	establish	any	key	issues	that	the	community	may	have	in	
relation	the	proposals	identified	in	the	draft	masterplan,	as	well	as	highlighting	aspects	of	the	
park	which	are	highly	valued.	Contributors	were	encouraged	to	include	ideas,	comments	and	
suggestions	to	assist	in	prioritising	the	focus	of	key	strategies	and	outcomes	for	the	future.	

	

	

Engagement	Methods	
	

The	methods	of	engagement	were:	

•	 Online	on	yoursay.innerwest.nsw.gov.au	through	survey	

•	 Written	feedback	

As	part	of	council’s	response	plan	to	coronavirus	COVID-19,	no	on-site	drop-in	sessions	were	
able	to	be	held.	
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Promotion		
The	public	exhibition	period	was	promoted	by	Inner	West	Council	using	a	number	of	means,	
including:	

•	 Social	media	

•	 	‘Your	Say	Inner	West’	monthly	update	

•	 Council	website	

Engagement	outcomes	
	

Outcomes	of	community	engagement	received	through	the	online	survey	and	written	feedback	
forms	have	been	collated	within	this	report.	Feedback	to	questions	has	been	arranged	so	that	
comments	which	were	more	common	are	presented	first.	

Online	Survey	

The	online	survey	was	predominantly	multiple	choice	style	questions,	however	respondents	
were	also	given	the	opportunity	to	submit	questions.	Quantitative	responses	to	the	multiple-
choice	questions	are	displayed	visually	as	pie	charts	on	the	following	pages.	One	question	was	
received	and	has	been	included	in	the	commentary	on	written	feedback	on	page	6	of	this	
document.	

Respondent	Demographics	

The	demographics	of	respondents	were	collected	through	the	online	survey	and	is	represented	
in	graph	form	within	this	report.	The	most	significant	age	group	of	respondents	was	between	
50-59	(34.6%	of	respondents)	followed	by	35-49	(26.9%	of	respondents).	A	single	respondent	
identified	that	they	lived	near	the	reserve,	whilst	20%	of	respondents	said	that	they	visited	the	
reserve	frequently.	
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ONLINE SURVEY

Question - What is your age group?

Question - How often do you visit Paringa Reserve?

Question - Do you support the draft plan of management 
and draft masterplan?

Question - Do you identify as Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander?

Question - Do you identify as someone with a disability?
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ONLINE SURVEY

Question - How satisfied are you with the concept design?

Question - What is your relationship to Paringa Reserver?

Question - Would you like to recieve updates from Inner West Council?
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Written	Feedback	

Input	was	also	received	by	council	in	the	form	of	written	feedback	posted	to	council	to	ensure	
that	there	were	opportunities	to	provide	feedback	beyond	the	online	portal.	This	feedback	has	
been	themed	and	collated	with	the	online	feedback	

There	was	written	support	for	the	following	proposals:	

• Removal	of	the	existing	dilapidated	buildings;	
• Additional	planting.	
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ONLINE SURVEY
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Concerns	that	were	raised	in	the	written	submissions	included:	

• Welfare	of	birdlife;	
• Litter;	
• A	perceived	lack	of	community	consultation;	
• Possible	contamination	of	land;	
• Light	and	Noise	pollution;	
• Concerns	regarding	rodents;	
• Security	and	safety;	
• Privacy	to	neighbouring	homes;	
• Ongoing	park	maintenance;	
• Crown	Land	transition	to	Community	Land;	
• Mental	health	concerns;	
• Parking	pressures.	

	

Officer	comments	in	response	to	public	exhibition	
Council	officers	reviewed	the	public	submissions	which	were	received	as	part	of	the	
exhibition	of	the	draft	plan	of	management.	Responses	to	specific	issues	are	as	follows:	
	

Welfare	of	Birdlife	

Council	supports	the	continuation	of	the	park	as	a	foreshore	location	which	birdlife	
frequent.		To	this	extent	council	will	continue	to	monitor	and	manage	Paringa	Reserve	to	ensure	
that	recreational	uses	are	not	in	conflict	with	ecology	needs	and	that	that	future	planting	will	be	
planned	to	provide	habitat	and	refuge		for	wildlife.	Council	encourages	local	residents	to	notify	
organisations	including	WIRES	(wildlife	rescue)		where	injured	wildlife	are	found	within	the	
reserve.			

Park	management	and	Maintenance	

Council	will	continue	to	service	and	inspect	the	park	weekly	to	ensure	litter	and	general	park	
management	maintenance	standards	are	maintained.	Where	issues	arise	in	relation	to	increased	
reports	of	litter	in	the	park,	Council	will	review	its	frequency	of	inspections.			

Where	new	facilities	are	in	put	in	place	to	encourage	and		support	passive	recreational	
enjoyment	of	the	park	,	additional	litter	receptables	will	be	evaluated	and	where	required	
incorporated	into	the	landscape	design	to	support	such	use.				

Community	Consultation	

Council	has	adhered	to	its	adopted	Community	Engagement	Framework	in	the	development	of	
this	plan	of	management	and	master	plan.	Council’s	Community	engagement	Plan	guides	how	
Council	will	engage	the	community	to	ensure	that	a	broad	range	of	perspectives	are	sought	and	
the	community	has	a	strong	voice	in	Council’s	decision-making.	The	adopted	framework	
recognises	that	engagement	is	a	planned	practice	which	should	be	tailored	to	particular	
circumstances,	taking	into	account	factors	such	as	complexity,	risk,	significance,	sensitivity,	
timing	or	opportunity.	
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Possible	Contamination	of	Land	

In	assessing	any	future	development	proposal	or	implementation	of	master	planning	concepts	
which	could	indirectly	result	in	potential	

sources	of	contamination,	Council	will	ensure	that	technical	and	management	controls	are	in	
place	to	prevent	contamination.	In	undertaking	such	works	Council	will	also	impose	
appropriate	conditions	of	consent	(such	as	a	requirement	for	

monitoring	and	environmental	management	plans)	to	ensure	that	such	controls	are	applied.	

Light	and	Noise	Pollution	

To	ensure	park	user	safety,	Council	will	only	light	areas	of	the	park	where	path	connections	are	
provided	and	in	areas	which	are	frequently	utilised	and	enjoyed	by	the	public	as	key	access	
points	and	throughfares.	Council	will	not	encourage	or	permit		the	use	of	amplified	music	or	
sound	equipment	in	Paringa	Reserve.	

Rodent	Management	

Council	will	continue	to	maintain	Paringa	Reserve	to	a	high	standard.	Where	issues	arise	with	
rodent’s	and	feral	pests	in	the	reserve	these	will	be	addressed	proactively	by	Council	in	line	
with	adopted	pest	management	practices.	

Security	and	safety	

Residents	are	encouraged	to	report	any	issues	associated	with	security	and	safe	use	of	the	park	
to	Council.	

Where	new	development	of	the	park	is	proposed,	Council	will	include	in	its	development	
assessment	a	safety	audit	of	the	proposal	and	also	ensure	that	any	works	undertaken	comply	
with	safety	by	design	principals.	

Privacy	to	Neighbouring	Homes	and	Mental	Health	Concerns	

Council	recognises	that	Paringa	Reserve	shares	a	common	boundary	with	adjacent	residential	
homes	and	units.	The	park	is	however	a	community	resource	and	as	such	use	of	the	park	is	
encouraged	by	Council.	

Residents	who	are	concerned	about	privacy	issues	associated	with	the	park	are	encouraged	to	
approach	Council	for	advice	on	landscaping	and	other	means	in	which	privacy	can	be	
maintained	and	improved.	

Crown	Land	transition	to	Community	Land	

In	the	management	of	its	open	space	areas	Council	must	adhere	to	the	legislative	requirement	of	
the	Crown	lands	Act	2016	and	the	provisions	of	the	Local	Government	Act	1993	as	they	relate	to	
community	land	management.	

	

	

	

Parking	Pressures	



Page 10 of 10 
 

Council	realises	the	need	for	review	of	key	parking	areas	within	the	area.		Ensuring	that	
there	is	a	good	balance	of	parking	space	for	park	users,	residents,	businesses,	shoppers,	
commuters	and	others	is	a	key	aim	of	Council.	

Council	will	continue	to	monitor	car	parking	in	and	around	Paringa	Reserve	to	ensure	
that	parking	spaces	are	maximised	and	where	possible	improve	and	manage	changing	
parking	needs	over	time.	
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